The Divorce Suit
Then followed this famous passage:
" Gentlemen, it is for you to act in this matter. You are
dealing with a man who is an unrivalled sophist/'
Barry interrupts. " Which ?" says he. " The Grand Old
Man/* Mr. Parnell replies. "I don't believe it/' Barry
fatuously exclaims. Then Mr* Parnell goes on, indifferent
to what Barry believes or disbelieves:
" You are dealing with a man with whom and to whom
it is as impossible to give a direct answer to a plain and simple
question as it is for me impossible to give an indirect answer
to a plain and simple question. You are dealing with a man
who is capable of saying to you and of appealing to the con-
stituencies for a majority which will make him independent
of both the Irish party and the Tory party at the next General
Election. And if I surrender to him, if I give up my position
to him, if you throw me to him, I say, gentlemen, that it is
your bounden duty to see that you secure value for the
sacrifice! . . /*
One does not need to be practised in the technique of
public oratory to realise that this speech, though it is full
of unconcluded sentences, had a terrific effect on those who
listened to it. It was not delivered to a silent assembly*
It was frequently interrupted by cheers and by murmurs of
dissent. It inflamed Mr. Healy, who, on the previous even-
ing, had been dissolved in tears, and in a few moments the
hope that had risen unsteadily in the hearts of the party was
knocked down. For a considerable while the meeting
became a wrangle between Mr. Healy and Mr. Parnell, with
other members making interjections, generally of an irrelevant
and unhelpful character. Mr. Parnell ended a short speech
with the statement that he had made an answer to a question,
44 and upon that answer I will stand or fall before the country/*
" Then you will fall, Mr. Parnell/* Mr. Healy angrily shouted,
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